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Chairman’s Piece  
 
I wonder if you are as surprised as I was to learn that NHDC has a Consultation Strategy.  The 
document, which recently appeared on the Council’s website, states in its preamble ‘…..32% of 
people disagree that NHDC makes an effort to find out what local people want and 28% disagreed 
that NHDC fully involves / consults residents on important issues. This has the potential to have a 
serious impact on our reputation and on resident satisfaction with services and therefore needs 
addressing.’  This is an encouraging admission, but it begs the question ‘How does this (2016-2020) 
Strategy differ from its predecessor in order that the situation is improved?’  The earlier version 
appears to be no longer available, so we may never know.  On the evidence of the rest of the 
document, I am not optimistic that there will be a change in perceptions any time soon. 
 
The Strategy lays down broad principles, but in no way is it a protocol.  It endorses the Cabinet Office 
Principles on consultation, but enshrines inconsistency.  It gives considerable leeway to Officers and 
Portfolio Holders to interpret the Strategy in whatever way they please, which can allow a decision 
that consultation is unnecessary or inappropriate.  It makes clear that funding and staffing available 
for consultations has been reduced since 2010, but claims that the use of Survey Monkey and 
external providers have compensated for this.  It would be almost impossible to subject this claim to 
any sort of scrutiny. There is little mention of the benefits of consultation apart from a general 
statement of its worthiness in the opening paragraph.  There is no mention of money saved when a 
consultation demonstrates that a proposal is flawed; neither is there any mention of losses when a 
consultation, conducted too late, reveals considerable public antipathy to the extent that a project 
has to return to the drawing board or even to be abandoned.  The current Consultation Strategy is at  
http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/sites/northherts-cms/files/Consultation%20Strategy%202016-
2020.pdf).  
 
In all of this, once again, the consultation on the Butts Close Greenspace Action Plan continues to set 
a different standard.  Hitchin Forum members, particularly Friends of Butts Close, have worked hard 
to develop a relationship with the NHDC Officers involved and the Countryside Management Service 
who have responded positively by inviting further ideas, for instance on how to deal with the de-
silting of the pond.  The issues may sometimes appear mundane and quite technical, but in the end I 
am sure that the result will be one that is better than might otherwise have been the case, meets 
with general approval, and shows what can be achieved when there is timely consultation and 
consultees are listened to. Well done to the Officers concerned, CMS and Friends of Butts Close.   
 
Elsewhere in this Newsletter, you will find an article on the Big Spring Clean by Lynne Maylin. I would 
like to use this opportunity to say a big ‘thank you’ on behalf of members to both Lynne and Ellie 
Clarke for their tireless hard work to ensure the twice-yearly litter picks, which have become a 
Hitchin tradition, are so well-organised and effective.  I am sure that we would all prefer that it was 
unnecessary to run these events.  Rachel Campbell has also written about her Clean Up Hitchin 
project. Who knows – perhaps the litter picks will become a thing of the past? 

             Bill Sellicks, Chairman 

     
    bill.sellicks@gmail.com    newsletter@hitchinforum.org.uk            Founded  1992 
    ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

        
     Chairman: Bill Sellicks   Member of: Hitchin Initiative 
     President: Mike Clarke   Campaign to Protect Rural England 
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Bancroft Recreation Ground 

Sometime soon there will be a water splash area 
open for all to enjoy. The work seems to be 
completed and the days are getting warmer, so I 
guess the water will be flowing soon and a good 
time will be had by all. 
The whole of the recreation ground has been 
spruced up, with pruning of overgrown shrubs.  
A new grassed area looks much better than the 
dilapidated and neglected public tennis courts, 
but there is still no news on whether Jo & Jill 
Public and their Juniors will be able to walk on to 

a tennis court to play. There seemed to be a 
possibility that the old courts would be retained 
whilst plans for the multi user games area and 
easier access to the tennis club courts were 
being sorted, but that was not to be.  Sadly.  
Bancroft Hall may also be demolished soon, as 
envisaged when plans for renovating the Town 
Hall were being made. Whether the various 
groups will be found new homes, as they 
expected, is not known to me. 
            Mike Clarke 

 

Hitchin Town Hall & North Herts Museum 

 
I guess that people will have had a sight of the 
renovated Town Hall but may not yet have seen 
the inside of the museum. The Town Hall 
provided a good venue for Hitchin Initiative’s 
Brexit/Remain debate and was to become a 
"Wonderland" for families on May 15th.  Since 
then potential hirers have visited and we wish 
the new manager well in launching and running 
the Hall. It mostly looks good, and the hope is 
that the stage is still big enough for ceilidh bands 
and other potential users, and that local 
community groups will not find the hire rates too 
expensive. The basement damp behind the 
stage, which spoils the intended usage for 
museum storage, had not been sorted when I 
last heard, but I am sure that someone is 
working hard on that.  The Lucas Room is now a 
high spec space, with a useful kitchen, for those 
planning meetings there. 
 
The Museum is not yet open, but I did visit it 
with other volunteers last month.  Before it 
opens there are, as I understand it, two issues to 
be resolved.  The company that is organizing the 
displays has gone out of business – very 
frustrating as it had only about another month's 
worth of work to do.  Much of the display 
material has been prepared, but the manikins for 
displaying clothes have not been made, and they  

are central to several show cases.  The display 
areas look likely to be interesting with 
interactive bits for kids, a chronological display 
on the ground floor and a themed one on the 
first floor, and all sounds good.  Second, there 
remains negotiation over the ownership of 
numbers 14 & 15 Brand Street, whose footprint 
covers some of the entrance of the museum.  
The bankers for Hitchin Town Hall Ltd. have now 
put that up for sale, and a speedy and 
satisfactory resolution must be everybody’s 
wish. 
 
Apart from the well-planned display areas, the 
museum now has a splendid Local Studies 
Centre, much better than the 'broom cupboard' 
in the old Hitchin Museum. There is also a large 
and very well-appointed Learning Centre, 
intended for use by all sorts of school and other 
groups.  
 
Whilst there has been concern about the 
exhibition spaces, and whether they would be 
available for local art clubs, there seem to be 
both the space and the imagination for various 
interesting events. The end result should be a 
bonus for all of us, whatever storms and 
frustrations that have accompanied the passage 
thus far!             Mike Clarke 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Sunday 12 June:  Hitchin Celebration to mark the Queen's 90th birthday 
Free family event at Hitchin Priory with Hitchin & Bingen Town Bands etc.  Watch press for details. 
 
Wednesday 27 July, 7.45pm:  Hitchin Forum Members' Meeting 
 This meeting will consider the next draft of the North Herts Local Plan. 
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The Big  Hitchin Spring Clean 
 
Once again we were very lucky with the Great 
British Weather with our first semi-annual litter 
event of the year. The Big Hitchin Spring Clean 
on 24th April attracted around 90 volunteers 
who together worked hard to try and make our 
town clean, green and litter-free.  
 
Now in its sixth year, this event saw many 
different sites tackled including open spaces: 
Pinehill Field, Ransoms Rec., Butts Close and The 
Dell; more roads than usual: St Michaels Road, 
Cambridge Road, Park Way, Queen Street, 
Willow Lane, Nightingale and Walsworth Roads 
including the area outside the station; footpaths 
including Redhill Path, Riddy Lane and Pinehill 
Path, and Woodside car park.  
 
Most people reported that the town is now 
benefitting from the semi-annual clean ups as 
there seems to be less ingrained litter at each 
event.  However, 90 bin bags full of rubbish is 
still an awful lot of litter to be strewn on the 
ground!  
 
One of the most interesting places to be on that 
Sunday morning was Butts Close where the local 
fire crew were up to their waists in the little 
pond pulling out enough scrap metal to host a 
market stall!  On the other side of town, 
meanwhile, children were in their element 

fishing debris out of the River Hiz on Ransoms 
Rec.  Dozens of local Brownies and Guides  tidied 
up the lovely Dell and others tackled the more 
dangerous road side verges. 
 
Whilst we didn’t find half a car this time round, 
some interesting things were still unearthed 
such as the clarinet reed covers (minus the 
clarinet) at Pinehill, ladies' underwear in the 
river, not to mention one very elegant ladies' 
shoe on the Park Way bypass.  There were also 
two big bags full of linen behind an electric box 
on Cambridge Road plus a number plate, 
television and mattress along Redhill Path. 
 
Although Hitchin Forum organises the clean ups 
this couldn't happen without the many willing 
volunteers who turn out so enthusiastically. 
Hitchin Initiative helps us by providing publicity 
and our insurance cover, NHDC provides litter 
pickers and hi-viz tabards and, more importantly, 
collects the rubbish promptly the next day, 
Friends of Walsworth Common also loan us litter 
pickers and the local media help us with 
publicity.  Huge thanks to all of these! 
 
More information about the event and a photo 
gallery of the day is available on the Hitchin 
Forum website: www.hitchinforum.org.uk   
         Lynne Maylin 

 

The Hitchin Bard on Litter 

 
It may not have escaped your notice that our Big Hitchin Spring Clean coincided 
with the national weekend celebrating all things Shakespeare.  Hitchin's Own Bard 
took up his pen as well as his picker . . .  
 
We merry band of Pickers, know 

That all the weapons of our craft 

Are gather’d ready for deploy 

Our pluckers, bags and hoops in place 

And at th’appointed hour we’ll strike. 

For tho’ cold wind may keen our face 

We’ll gather up the debris of the year so fine 

That ‘cross fair Hitchin will be ne’er a trace.     

           Tony Riley 
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Clean Up Hitchin 

 
We all know Hitchin is delightfully unique, but is there another town in Britain 
where there are two major anti-litter projects on the go?!  The Big Hitchin Spring 
Clean & Autumn Tidy Up rid the town of rubbish twice a year, but are not to be 
confused with 'Clean Up Hitchin' which aims to reduce it all year round by 
changing public attitudes and behaviour.   
 
I started Clean Up Hitchin with the objective of, 
over time, shifting littering behaviour in our 
lovely town. Having moved from Bristol – 
European Green Capital – to Hitchin, I was 
shocked at the amount of litter on the roads in 
and out of the town, on our streets and in our 
green spaces.  For a while it stopped me bonding 
with the place.  I got so fed up with hearing 
myself moan I decided that I had to do 
something about it. 
 
Hitchin Forum does super work with the Big Tidy 
Ups but it makes me incredibly angry that we 
have to pick up so regularly after other people, 
hence my focus on stopping people dropping it 
in the first place. 
 
This first year is about building awareness of the 
campaign and getting people talking about litter. 
 
Before you start trying to change behaviour, it’s 
important that you set the right scene for that 
behavioural change.  That’s why the first thing I 
did was work with North Herts District Council to 
get some of those old ‘tulip bins’ replaced.  New, 
covered bins can be found on Windmill Hill, in St. 
Mary’s Garden of Rest and on the waterfront at 
St. Mary’s.  Research tells us that nice looking 

bins which can’t be disturbed by wind or vermin, 
are more likely to be used – hence this starting 
point. 
 
Next, I’m getting window stickers up around all 
the businesses in town – the first layer of the 
campaign which shows that the community 
wants a litter-free Hitchin.  I hope that the 
distinctive images and ‘brand’ – produced by 
Hitchin's own Peachy Creative – will become part 
of the fabric and personality of our town and 
begin the creation of a shared anti-litter ethos. 
 
Next to deliver will be our mad 'binstallations' – 
we’re ‘upcycling' some of the old black bins 
which have recently been replaced by recycling 
units in the centre of town. These will go on 
display (and be used) for the duration of Hitchin 
Festival – encouraging dialogue on litter and 
providing additional, fun bins which will reduce 
litter levels during the summer, we hope! 
 
More is in plan;  go to www.cleanuphitchin.co.uk 
for details and be reassured that this is just the 
start so please get in touch and share with me 
your thoughts and ideas!     
    Rachel Campbell  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

     

 

http://www.cleanuphitchin.co.uk/
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Transport  Issues in Hitchin 

 At our April members’ meeting, it was clear that many members have concerns 
about transport issues.  We thought it would be a good idea, therefore, to address 
this at a future meeting, possibly in September, and hopefully with an external 
speaker. This article is an attempt to raise some of the problems and invite 
comment and questions to give focus to that proposed meeting.  

When the Forum’s Planning Group started to prepare for scrutiny of the Draft Local Plan, we asked 
ourselves what we most valued about Hitchin.  Much was to do with its historic core, but also its scale and 
size – it has no sky-scrapers, no sprawling estates and it is possible to walk across Hitchin in a reasonable 
time.  It is also possible to access attractive countryside beyond its boundaries with relative ease and 
without necessarily using a car.  

One thing that detracts from the positive features of living in Hitchin is the frequent traffic congestion. 
While this may be difficult to deal with in the absence of any measures to reduce levels of traffic, Hitchin 

Forum has suggested a number of ways in which the impact can be reduced.  Examples are our advocacy 
of a new road to the industrial estate, reinstatement of two-way traffic flow in the Paynes Park / Old Park 

Road gyratory system, and our support for a 20mph speed limit within the town.  We have been 
particularly concerned about developments where there are obvious transport implications.  The 
development of the four west Hitchin sites and Highover Farm identified in the most recent Draft Local 
Plan are all problematic as they would generate significant extra traffic without any solution being 

proposed to deal with it. 

Over many years, the ‘go to’ solution to congestion for towns such as ours has been to build a bypass – in 

our case the suggestion has been to build a road to route traffic travelling between Luton and Stevenage 
away from the town.  Quite apart from the environmental damage this would do, it is doubtful whether 

congestion in Hitchin would improve significantly as this is only one of several through routes, and the 
extra road capacity would induce more growth in overall traffic levels, particularly if accompanied by 

additional housing development.  

Overall, Hitchin Forum's Planning Group believes it is necessary to redress the current unequal balance 
between the needs of motorists and other road users.  

The likely adoption of the 20mph scheme in North Hitchin is potentially a start.  Evidence is that support 
for such schemes among residents increases when they are implemented.  There is nothing to suggest 
that Hitchin would be any different, so it might be that pressure could build on Hertfordshire County 

Council to widen the scheme.  Further than that, it might serve to focus residents’ attention on wider 
transport issues.  

There is evidence that some parents make unnecessary car journeys to drop off and collect their children 

from school.  Walking to school helps reduce congestion and has significant health and social benefits for 
children and their parents.  Lowering urban and residential speed limits to 20mph has been found to 

reduce child pedestrian accidents by up to 70%.  Perhaps publicity around the scheme might help such 
parents to reconsider their actions? 

However, in other respects, there is even further to go.  It appears that the priority of Hertfordshire 
County Council is to move traffic through the town as swiftly as possible.  Anecdotally, one hears of 
pedestrians waiting for lights to change for periods of about a minute.  The assumption that a pedestrian 
is not in a hurry is false.  Impatience sets in and pedestrians take risks in crossing. 

Cyclists get a particularly poor deal.  In 1999 the North Hertfordshire Towns Cycle Route Network Survey 
proposed and costed a network of cycle routes in the town.  The survey was revised in 2006.  Very little 
progress has been made in implementing any of the recommendations.  Those who wish to cycle legally in 
the road have to take their chances with lorries, parked cars and potholes.  Many parents clearly teach 
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their children to ride but encourage them to use the pavements as the safest option, leading to conflicts 

with pedestrians.   

It can be argued that less control, within a 20mph context, might be beneficial.  Reducing the number of 
controlled crossings, roundabouts and road markings would mean that the attendant street clutter could 
also be removed.  As a result, motorists, it is argued, would take greater care, and travel more slowly. 

Pedestrians would have more time to cross roads.  Such schemes are used on the continent, and appear 
to be successful.  Would they work in Hitchin? 

What stands in the way of change?  One barrier is an administrative problem, and is illustrated by the 
Stevenage Road Air Quality Management Area.  Of the 22 measures identified in the 2013 Action Plan, 15 
have Hertfordshire County Council identified as having the lead responsibility or as the supporting 
organisation.  Only three of these have been actioned.  One is the installation of six electric vehicle 

charging points in council car parks – hardly very difficult, one would imagine.  Another is the exploration 
of the feasibility of adopting different HGV routes to the industrial area.  One would expect to hear of 
some discussion of the results of this, yet the last meeting of the North Hertfordshire Highways 

Partnership Joint Member Panel, which was the formal group where HCC and NHDC officers and 
councillors met to discuss transport issues, was in 2012.  Some degree of liaison must occur, but the 
mechanism by which it happens is unclear.  The results of the study have not been made public. 

We could go on, but space is limited.  Over the coming months, and in preparation for the possible 
September meeting, we would welcome your comments and suggestions, preferably by email, to 

Chairman@hitchinforum.org.uk                   
        Dave Borner, Ken Chapman & Bill Sellicks 

   

Updating Hitchin's Directory of Youth Activities 

 
Last year a comprehensive directory of activities for young people in Hitchin was 
published, following extensive research by the Hitchin Town Action Group.  An 
annual revision is needed to keep it up to date and your help is needed!   
 
Hitchin Town Action Group (HTAG) is the 
collaboration between three community groups 
in Hitchin:  Hitchin Forum, The Hitchin Society 

and Hitchin Historical Society with support from 
the business community through Hitchin 
Initiative.  At its inaugural workshop, the need 

for more activities for young people in Hitchin 
was one of many issues highlighted.  However, 

during discussions with those providing services 
for young people in Hitchin, it became clear 

there were plenty of activities but nowhere was 
there a central information source for finding 
out about these.  It was agreed that an up to 

date list of youth activities in the town would be 
helpful.   

 
HTAG pulled together information from many 
different sources, with dozens of clubs and 
groups contributing to make it as comprehensive 
and up to date as possible.  This was all collated 
and published in the autumn of 2015.   

The Directory is available at:  
http://www.hitchinherts.com/organisations.php
?id=50 and also on Hitchin Forum's website: 

http://www.hitchinforum.org.uk/a-directory-of-
youth-activities-in-hitchin/ 

It has already been helpful for those providing 
activities for young people, but also for the 

young people themselves in exploring clubs and 
organisations locally for sports, hobbies as well 

as social activities.   

To keep it up to date, it really needs to be 
revised annually.  We already have one 

volunteer to help with this, but it would be ideal 
to have a small team of three or four people to 
divide up the work.  Please contact 
directory@hitchinforum.org.uk if you can help. 

             Ellie Clarke 

mailto:Chairman@hitchinforum.org.uk

